
tehiku.nz // @tehiku
Keoni Mahelona // @mahelona

Sovereignty for Under 
Resourced Languages



Who am I and why do I 
speak here today?

Lessons for researchers and anyone engaging with/for 
indigenous communities



Under resourced
not

Low resourced
It's insulting to call a language community low resource when 

they still have native speakers alive.





• Te Reo Irirangi o Te Hiku o Te Ika (Te Hiku Media) Est. 1990
• Ngāti Kuri, Te Aupōuri, Ngāi Takoto, Te Rarawa, Ngāti Kahu.
• Te Tiriti o Waitangi, WAI 11, WAI 150, Wai 2224, Wai 262

I ahu mai mātou i hea



Lodged by Huirangi Waikerepuru and Ngā 
Kaiwhakapūmau 

Tribunal Report published in 1986. It agreed te reo 
Māori was a taonga 

The report made five recommendations. Tribunal 
recommendations are generally not binding, and 
the Crown implemented these recommendations in 
varying degrees.

Te Reo Māori Claim - Wai 11



In June 1990, claim Wai 150 was 
lodged by Sir Graham Latimer on 
behalf of the New Zealand Maori 
Council.

recognise and protect the Maori 
interest in radio frequencies



Rights to Radio Spectrum Wai 2224

• 3G, 4G, 5G
• Learn more at thtt.co.nz, Te Huarahi Tika Trust.

• Digital Switchover (4G taking your bunny ears) funded our content
• 4G treaty claim funded our speech recognition research

http://thtt.co.nz


Te Reo Irirangi o Te Hiku o Te Ika
Vision
He reo tuku iho, he reo ora
Living language transmitted intergenerationally.

Mission
Whakatōkia, poipoia kia matomato te reo Māori o ngā 
haukāinga o Te Hiku o Te Ika
Instill, nurture and proliferate the Māori Language unique to 
haukāinga of Te Hiku o Te Ika



E hoki whakamuri kia anga whakamua

30 years of corpus gathering trust and accountability 





https:// tku.nz



https:// whr.nz





Stats on "corpus"

• Whare Kōrero
• 3,500 hours of semi-labeled audio since November 2014

• language, speakers, topics, description

• Archives
• 50 VHS x 90 minutes
• 600 DV tapes
• 100s of cassette tapes
• ~1600 recordings in total



Stats on "corpus"

• Kōrero Māori [link]
• 505 hours (utterances)
• 148 hours reviewed
• 17% "poor" e.g. incorrect pronunciation
• Average length 6.6 seconds

https://ipython.koreromaori.com/notebooks/Corpus%20Statistics/Stats.ipynb

